
 

Building/Zoning and Codes Committee: Minutes 

Thursday, January 3, 2019  6:00 p.m.  at the courthouse 

 

Members present: 

Dwight Jewell  Coy Dickey  Landon Gully 

Steve Whittaker  John Oliver  Amber Russell 

Ken Buckmaster Mayor Chambers 

 

Not present: Grace Thomas 

Others in attendance: New Codes officer, Sam Edwards; Chris Gregory, 

Hartsville Vidette; Tammy Buckmaster 
 

Meeting called to order. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read. A change was made in the paragraph 

describing a potential business work center in the courthouse. “use a county owned 

computer” was taken out. The idea would be to have users bring in their own 

electronic devices, but the county would provide the internet connection only, not 

computers. 

Motion to accept the change by Whittaker, Second by Russell. Passed 

 

Old Business: 

-Chairman Jewell has looked into getting replacement windows for the old 

courthouse, but has not heard back from the glass company. 

Mr. Oliver reported that he had drawn off a blueprint of the floor plan of the 

downstairs so that members can get an idea of how much space we have to deal with. 

He will bring copies to the next meeting. 

Mr. Jewell reported that the Chamber of Commerce will be occupying his old space 

in the upstairs, at least for now. 

Mr. Buckmaster noted that when the building is in use, the backdoor should be 

unlocked because that is the handicapped entrance. The mayor mentioned that the 

lock on the backdoor needs to be repaired. 

-The issue of providing an office for the Judicial officer has not been solved. After 

much discussion, it was the general opinion that the Judicial officer should be at the 

Jail and if he needs an office, it should either be there or be worked out with the 

sheriff.  

-The need for a maintenance man was discussed with the conversation leading the 

group to conclude that we need to decide how “handy” the position should be…a 

general all around fix it guy or someone with certification in plumbing and electricity, 

etc. or to go with a service company that provides whatever you need. In any case, we 

should bring the need to the budget committee so that they can include it in next 

year’s budget.  



It was the feeling of the group that the present situation of throwing everything onto 

Cliff Salee was inefficient.  

-Issues with the old Heath Care building was the next item of discussion. The building 

is old and has problems with heating and cooling, old windows, and leaks and gutters, 

etc. The mayor feels that we need an architect or building contractor to look at the 

building and tell us whether it would be wiser to repair and update the building or 

tear it down and place the offices in other locations or even replace it with a new 

building. 

The committee agreed. 

No resolutions made or passed. 

-Mayor Chamber passed around the tracts of four pieces of property that the county 

owns and needs to dispose of. There had been questions at the last meeting on just 

how many properties we have. Some of these are properties that were taken by the 

county for unpaid taxes. 

It was agreed that we should sell off, if possible, any excess property that we have. 

No action taken. 

-The last item of discussion was brought before the committee by Mr. Oliver who gave 

a slide show of derelict properties in the city limits. All were either abandoned or 

neglected or cluttered with junk and overgrown vegetation.  

Mr. Oliver recounted the trouble the county and city have with such properties. The 

city codes are vague, the sheriff’s office does not want to fool with these properties, in 

the past there have been public officials who neglected to do their jobs, etc. However, 

Mr. Oliver has worked to put power in the Codes officer to take these property owners 

to court. Now, if the county will stand behind the officer and the county attorney will 

work with him, we can finally force some of these to clean up their properties or have 

the county do it and add the cost to the property owner’s tax bill. He gave an example 

of Macon County. Their codes director takes pictures of such properties and takes 

that to court as evidence and they get things done. Oliver said he was embarrassed 

by these properties, esp the two homes owned by the hospital and right at the 

entrance to town.  

Another example was a house on Cato Street, unoccupied and with the roof in collapse 

and the lawn grown up and trash everywhere…only one block from our Middle 

School. 

After discussion, it was agreed that we need to continue to look at this problem. 

Chairman Jewell will bring a larger screen to our next meeting so we can better look 

at the properties Mr. Oliver has photographed. 

-Chairman Jewell introduced our new Codes officer, Sam Edwards. 

-Meeting adjourned to meet again the first Thursday in February, the 7th,  at 6:00 at 

the courthouse. 


